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We hope you enjoy this free resource, and if you have any questions about it, you can always reach us at  

info@illustratedministry.com. If there are others who are interested in receiving these resources, please 

share this website with them: https://illstrtdm.in/FreeResources

If you want to connect with others and see how they are using our resources, you can also follow us on social 

media:

Facebook: fb.com/illustratedmin
Instagram: instagram.com/illustratedmin
Twitter: twitter.com/illustratedmin
Pinterest: pinterest.com/illustratedmin
Online Store: store.illustratedministry.com

Peace,

Illustrated Ministry

Copyright © 2021 Illustrated Ministry, LLC. illustratedministry.com

All rights reserved. This content (this “Content”) is provided under a limited license only and subject to the below disclaimer. Licensee 
may use and may distribute the Content by individual, private transmission only to its individually identified Content-related program 
participants. Licensee and said program participants may personally use the Content only for purposes of participating in licensee’s 
Content-related programming. This Content may not be used, reproduced, transmitted, displayed, posted, sold, or otherwise shared, 
in whole or in part, in any manner or by any means which makes it generally available to the public or to any party not an identified 
individual Content-related program participant of licensee or for any purpose not specifically described by this limited license. Any 
online or offline use or sharing of this Content not specifically pre-authorized by the copyright holder is strictly prohibited. To request 
permission to use any or all of this Content online or otherwise, please contact the copyright holder before such proposed use at  
info@illustratedministry.com. This copyright notice, the below disclaimer, and all other legal notices herein may not be removed.

Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are from the New Revised Standard Version, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Contributors: Ashley DeTar Birt, Corby Ortmann 
Layout: Victoria Sun Esparza
Concept: Rebekah Lowe
Editing: Arianne Braithwaite Lehn, Rebekah Lowe 
Founder: Adam Walker Cleaveland

Illustrated Ministry, LLC.
410 Main St

Racine, Wisconsin 53403
illustratedministry.com

info@illustratedministry.com

Our Facebook Group is a wonderful community. If 
you’re looking for ideas and suggestions for using 

this resource, you can request to join here:  
fb.com/groups/illustratedmin
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.	 Think of a time you learned something 
new. What was that like?

2.	 What makes a good teacher?

3.	 When did you feel astounded by a new 
perspective?

4.	 What do you think it means to have 
authority?

5.	 How do you decide on whose authority to 
trust in your life?

Directions: Read the scripture selected from the Revised Common Lectionary, perhaps before bed, in the morning, or during 
a family meal. Move through the discussion questions in one sitting or answer one a day to help reflect on the scripture 
throughout the week. End your time in prayer. This could be a simple ritual to incorporate into the week.

MARK 1:21-22

They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, 
Jesus entered the synagogue and taught. They were 
astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one 
having authority, and not as the scribes.
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LISTENING FOR PERSPECTIVE

Every time we read scripture, we learn something new from it. Even short verses and passages hold meaning and 
insight waiting to be found. Here’s an activity to help you explore our text this week:

1.	 Read the scripture out loud. Notice any words or phrases that stick out to you. Feel free to write them 
down if it helps you remember them.

2.	 Think about those words and phrases. Feel free to say them out loud or in your head. You can even use 
them as a prayer.

3.	 Read the scripture out loud again. This time, think about what it says about Jesus (his actions, 
relationships, personality, etc.). Feel free to write down your thoughts if it helps you remember them.

4.	 Think about what you’ve just learned about Jesus. Consider how people in your life are similar to Jesus. 
Take a moment to lift them up in prayer.

5.	 Read the scripture out loud one last time. This time, notice if any new words or ideas stick out. Have you 
noticed anything different in the text after hearing it so much? Feel free to write down your thoughts if it 
helps you remember them.

6.	 Take a moment to just sit with your thoughts. Make up your own prayer based on what you’ve learned or 
use the prayer below.

PRAYER

God of new things, you surprise and astound us 
throughout our lives. We learn so much through you and 
your Son, Jesus. Help us learn and be open to new ways 
of seeing your great world.   
Amen.
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